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(REHE:HRAK)

On Olson’s Theory of Collective Action

LI Zheng-jun
(Business School, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract; Sociologists and economists hold totally different opinions regarding collective action. Sociologists
believe that as long as there are common interests in a group, the members of the group will together strive to
achieve such interests; however, economists argue that since common interests are a kind of public goods,
their non-exclusive property will give rise to group members’ free-rider behaviour, thus resulting in the failure
of collective action. Olson holds that the two kinds of different opinions have made the same mistake, namely,
neither of them studies the influence the scale of the group, the structure of the members and institutional ar-
rangement have on collective action. Olson pioneers in analyzing the factors effecting collective action under a
series of conditions, which constructs the starting point of the theory of collective action.

Key words : core rationality; public goods; free-rider; group; collective action



