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Modernity in The Sisters

WANG Ping, ZHANG Jian-ying
(School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 210029, China)

Abstract; The Sisters is James Joyce’s maiden work and regarded as the beginning of all of Joyce’s fiction in
some way. However, it has been neglected, misjudged and hence undervalued for long home and abroad, for
example, it was read as a realistic novel in Maupassant’s and Chekhov’s style. Through close textual analysis,
this study examines modernity in this short story from the following: alienation theme, epiphany style and
“showing” narrative, etc. It attempts to prove a precursor of modern short stories.

Key words: The Sisters; modernity; theme; style; narrative



