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The Collapse of the Ming Notes, Silver Demand and Inflow of Foreign Silver .

Investigation of the Ming Silver Currency
CHEN Kun

Abstract: This paper explores the relationship between the application of civil silver currency and the gradual
collapse of the Ming Notes to investigate the trend of silver currency. The monetization of silver among the peo-
ple impacted the monetary system of the Ming Dynasty, so the Ming Government had to recognize the existence
of Silver Currency. The shortage of silver production could hardly meet the huge demand of Ming Government
and the people, so the Ming Government was forced to open maritime trade. With the trade surplus advantage,
huge inflow of foreign silver followed in, meeting the growing demand for silver money in the middle and late
Ming Dynasty.

Key words:the collapse of the Ming Notes; silver demand; the monetization of silver; inflow of foreign silver



