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Cognitive Metaphor and Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition
DU Jia

Abstract: Metaphor is the most basic cognitive way of human being. It’s the prevailing phenomenon of lan-

guage. Vocabulary is the basis of language acquisition, and the vocabulary teaching is an important part in

second language teaching. The theory of cognitive metaphor is very meaningful to second language vocabulary

acquisition and teaching. Foreign language teacher’s task is to develop students’ cognitive competence, which

can improve learners’ language competence, communicative competence, and teaching ability in second lan-

guage.

Key words: cognition metaphor; second language acquisition; metaphor theory; vocabulary teaching; con-

ceptual metaphor



