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Translation Strategies and Methods from the Perspective of Adaptation
Theory. A Case Study of Yang Xianyi’s Translation of
A Dream of Red Mansions
PENG Jun, ZHONG Wen

Abstract; Verschueren’s adaptation theory provides a new theoretical framework for translation study from the
pragmatic perspective. Influenced by various contexts and the structural objects, the process of translation in-
deed represents dynamic adaptation and involves constant choices. As two macroscopic translation strategies,
foreignization and domestication are chosen to adapt to different communicative contexts while literal translation
and liberal translation as two microscopic methods are adopted to suit for relative linguistic contexts and the
structural objects. A case study of analysing A Dream of Red Mansions translated by Yang Xianyi from the per-
spective of adaptation theory is expected to throw some light on translation theories study and practice as well
as translation teaching.

Key words: adaptation theory; Yang Xianyi’s translated version of A Dream of Red Mansions; translation

strategy ; translation methods



