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New Evidence of the Theory That Audit Originates in the Early Stage

of Slave Society: Also on the State Audit out of the Need of State Governance
LI Xiao-lin, LI Xin

Abstract: There are four different views as to the origin of audit. The prevailing opinion is that audit originated in Western
Zhou Dynasty. The audit system at that time was highly developed after a long time of development. Audit in foreign countries
originated in the early stage of slave society, combined with supervision. With the development of the society, accounting that
originated in the primitive society made the appearance of audit possible. Tribute was adequate in Xia Dynasty. A check-up
system was set up by Emperor Yu, and Emperor Huang appointed supervision officers, which would surely be carried on to Xia
dynasty. It is thus proposed that audit first appeared in the early stage of slave society. Large amounts of historical data prove
that state audit results from the need of state governance.

Key Words: the study of audit history; audit system in Western Zhou Dynasty; state governance; state audit; the origin of

audit; audit system; economic history of the bamboo slips
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