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An Empirical Study of Rural Residents’ Income Mobility in China
WANG Hong-liang, YU Yi-wen, GAO Jing-jing

Abstract: Income mobility represents opportunity equality to some extent. Based on China Health and Nutrition Survey
(CHNS) data from 1989 to 2009, this paper analyses the influential factors of income mobility in rural China. The study
shows the income mobility decreases in rural China and the middle class in rural China is easy to flow down to the low class
rather than high class. The span and age of receiving education significantly influence income mobility in rural China. There-
fore, the government should take some effective measures in the improvement of job market, the money for education, the ex-
pansion of financial support to mid-west areas to increase income mobility and lessen income inequality.

Key Words: rural residents’ income; income distribution; income mobility; income inequality; allocation of resources; finan-

cial support; income differences
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