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Client Importance and Accounting Information Comparability

——Empirical Evidence from Chinese Stock Market
XIE Shengwen™”, YANG Qinhao”, LIU Rui"

(a. Center for Accounting Studies;
b. School of Accounting, Jiangxi University of Finance & Economics, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: The auditor’s practical characteristics have certain influence on accounting information quality of the auditee. By u-
sing the data of A-share listed companies in China from 2005 to 2014 and accounting information comparability as research ob-
ject, this paper makes an empirical analysis of the relationship between auditor’s client importance and accounting information
comparability from the perspective of auditor’s client importance. The empirical evidence shows that the more the economic de-
pendence of the accounting firm on a client, the lower the client’s accounting information comparability can be. Similarly, the
client importance of certified public accountants shows a significant negative relationship with the accounting information. Be-
sides, client importance of accounting firms and certified public accountants have complementary relationship in the process of
the formation of accounting information comparability.

Key Words: client importance ; accounting information comparability ; certified public accountant; accounting firm; account-

ing information quality; audit quality; financial report
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