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Dialect Distance, Urban Inclusiveness and Social Integration of Migrants

ZHU Shihui, SU Zhangjie

(School of Economics, Dongbei University of Finance & Economics, Dalian 116025, China)

Abstract. Using data from the 2017 National Population Dynamics Monitoring Survey, this paper studies the impact and mecha-
nism of dialect distance, urban inclusiveness, and their interaction on the social integration of migrants under the same frame-
work. The study found that dialect distance hinders the social integration of migrants, while urban inclusiveness can promote so-
cial integration and can alleviate the negative impact of dialect distance. The mechanism analysis shows that dialect distance hin-
ders the social participation and social interaction of the migrants, while urban inclusiveness weakens the negative effect of dialect
distance while promoting the social participation and social interaction. Income is not the mechanism of action of dialect distance,
and cross-dialect mobility instead increases the income of the migrants, which means that dialect distance hinders the flow and al-
location of labor factors to maximize the marginal benefit.

Key Words: dialect distance; urban inclusiveness; social integration; spatial migration; cultural difference; social interaction;

social participation
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