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(2)
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ABFEE ABFEE ABFEE HIABFEE  LOABFEE
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(-5.004) (-4.684) (-3.389) (-11.045) (7.854)
Si 0.026™ 0.011™ 0.015™
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0.011 —-0.001 0.013
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(0.885) (-0.114) (1.119)
-0.020 -0.160 " 0.139™
ROA
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(3.346) (-7.847) (10.915)
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N 18114 18113 18113 18113 18113
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(1) (2) (3) 4)
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ABFEE high_Integrity ABFEE ABFEE
0. 000 0.054 ™
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. 0.112
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Corporate Integrity Culture and Abnormal Audit Fees
ZHOU Wei' """ LONG Qiuju'®, LIU Baohua®

(1. Chengdu University, a. Business School, b. Collaborative Innovation Research Center for Accounting
and Finance, Chengdu, Sichuan 610106;
2. Sichuan University, Business School, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065 )

Abstract: As a crucial informal institutional mechanism, corporate integrity culture significantly influences audit pricing deci-
sions. Using data from A-share listed companies in China’s Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges (2013—2023) , this study
empirically examines how corporate integrity culture affects abnormal audit fees. The findings demonstrate that an integrity culture
significantly reduces abnormal audit fees, a conclusion that remains valid after controlling for endogeneity and conducting multiple
robustness tests. Mechanistic analysis reveals that integrity culture suppresses abnormal audit fees by enhancing internal control
effectiveness, mitigating operational risks, and improving information transparency. Further research indicates that the inhibitory
effect of integrity culture on abnormal audit fees is more pronounced in companies with higher accounting conservatism, those op-
erating in regions with advanced legal frameworks, and firms with high client importance. This paper not only expands the re-
search on the economic consequences of corporate integrity culture but also provides empirical evidence for auditors’ risk assess-
ment and audit pricing decisions.

Key Words: corporate integrity culture; abnormal audit fee; internal control; operational risk; corporate information transparen-

cy; audit risk
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