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How does the Opening of Government Public Data Affect the Quality
of Audit Rectification?
Discussions on the Organizational Leadership Responsibility
of the Government in Implementing Audit Rectification

SHANGGUAN Zeming, YAN Yiru, JIA Longfei
(School of Accounting, Shanxi University of Finance and Economics, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Audit rectification is the “second half article” of national audit. The division of audit rectification responsibilities is
the basic institutional arrangement of audit rectification, and the government at the same level bears the organizational and leader-
ship responsibility of audit rectification among the many subjects involved in audit rectification. Based on the quasi-natural exper-
iment of the establishment of government public data opening platforms across provinces, this study explores how government pub-
lic data opening affects the quality of audit rectification. The study found that the opening of government public data can effectively
improve the quality of audit rectification, indicating that the opening of public data can endow the government with the responsi-
bility of organization and leadership in the implementation of audit rectification. The mechanism test found that the opening of
government public data can improve the quality of audit rectification by promoting the competent departments to fulfill the supervi-
sion and management responsibilities, strengthening the supervision and inspection responsibilities of audit institutions, triggering
public opinion pressure and enhancing the audited units to implement the main responsibility of rectification. Heterogeneity analy-
sis shows that the improvement effect of government public data opening on the quality of audit rectification is more obvious in are-
as with poor institutional environment, weak intensity of NPC budget supervision and strong future orientation. The research con-
clusion is helpful to deeply understand the effect, mechanism and situation of government public data openness on the quality of
audit rectification, and provides a useful reference for doing a good job of government public data opening and solving the problem
of “repeated trial and repeated crime”.

Key Words: government public data opening; audit rectification quality ; organizational and leadership responsibility ; the super-
visory and management responsibility ; the supervision and inspection responsibility ; public opinion pressure; primary responsibil-

ity for rectification
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