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Government’s Public Accountability and National Audit
LIU Xiao-xia

(Department of Accounting, School of Business, Hohai University, Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract: Public accountability of government arises from the principal-agency relationship between the public and government. It con-
tains two tiers: behavior and reporting. On the one hand, government and its officers should work hard for the interest of the people; well
manage the public property entrusted by the people and execute the function of state and social public affairs management; on the other
hand, government should report to the public and its representatives (legislative institutions) the fulfillment of the accountability, in re-
ality, however, there is much to be desired in this regard. Measures should be taken in the following aspects: 1)to strengthen the open-
ness of information and improve the financial transparency; 2) to set up an effective system of government performance evaluation; 3) to
perfect the supervision system of government’s public accountability and its report, especially the government audit; 4 ) on the basis of
government performance evaluation and audit, to establish and perfect the commitment and responsibility system so that anyone who fails
to fulfill the obligation entrusted must be investigated. Therefore, the national audit has an indispensable role, because whether it is the
government information openness, or government performance evaluation, or the commitment and responsibility system, all is based on
the effective audit and so the perfection of the national audit system is to be strengthened.

Key Words : accountability; government public accountability; principal-agency; government auditing
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