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Moral Theory Application in Auditing: A Review of Empirical Research Abroad
JU Jie', SHI Jian-jun®, YIN Li-li'

(1. Development and Research Center of CITA,Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 211815, China;

2. University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract ; The ever-improving quality of independent auditing service is one of the most important factors of sustainable development of Chi-

na securities markets. China now, however, is in the transitional period of its economic development, the issue of auditors’ professional and

moral deficiency arouses much concern. This paper begins with moral theory , mainly the cognition development theory and moral action

theory, which has an important effect on auditors’ ethical decision making, then reviews empirical research abroad of the application moral

theory to auditing , with the focus on auditor moral decision making and auditors moral inference and its effect, and finally suggests for fu-

ture studies such as auditor moral development, auditing education, auditor moral question under the context of Chinese culture.

Key Words:moral development theory; auditor; moral decision-making



