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Recent Developments in the Issue of Environmental Taxes of Some

Developed Countries

ZHANG Chuanguo, XU Jiao
(School of Economics, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: This article reviews the latest research findings in the environmental taxes in some western developed countries.
Firstly, the theory of optimal environmental taxes is presented mainly related to the definition of optimal environmental taxes
and determination of the optimal environmental taxes rate under the different conditions. Secondly, tax interaction effect is in-
troduced mainly from the perspective of general equilibrium, but not all scholars believe that there is a tax interaction effect.
Thirdly, whether the double-dividend exists and its existing conditions are the focus of academic research. Finally, the experi-
ences of environmental taxes policies in some developed countries and the feasibility of environmental taxes are introduced into
developing countries as an environmental control measure.

Key Words: environmental taxes; environmental control; double-dividend; optimal environmental tax rates; environmental

tax system reform
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