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State Governance, Accountability Mechanisms and State Audit

ZHANG Wenxiu, ZHENG Shiqgiao
(School of International Audit, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 211815, China)

Abstract; Following a logical path from the integrated structure of state governance, accountability mechanisms to state audit,
this paper analyses the nature of state audit and explains reasons of state audit differentiation. Firstly, there are four levels in
the structure of state governance. Secondly, the state audit, whose target is the task and resource allocation subsystem of the
government governance system, is essentially an economic accountability. Thirdly, the basic function of state audit is an eco-
nomic accountability information protection mechanism in the economic accountability system. Furthermore, different integrat-
ed structures of state governance and accountability mechanisms result in audit differentiation in the world.

Key Words: state governance; government governance; opportunism; accountability mechanisms; state audit; government

audit; audit system
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