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Does Auditors’ Overloaded Work Affect Audit Opinion?
Empirical Evidence of Individual Auditors’ Limited Attention

on A-shared Listed Firms

SHI Xianwang', LIU Zheng”, ZHU Min’

(1. School of Accounting, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China;
2. Department of Accountancy, Bentley University, Waltham 02452, the United States;
3. School of Management Engineering, Anhui Polytechnic University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: Transforming accounting firms into special partnership makes auditors employed in these firms face a higher risk.
On the other hand, highly intense audit work requires many more competent auditors. Based on the 2013—2015 A-shared of
listed companies, this paper investigates how auditors’ overloaded work affects their judgments. Results show that the busier
the auditors are, the more likely that they issue a clean audit opinion. Further, results indicate that both gender and age have
an effect on the previous relationship. These findings account for that transformed accounting firms should improve their inter-
nal organizational structure and imply that government should take some measures to regulate auditors’ auditing behavior.

Key Words: transformation of accounting firms; signed auditor’ overloaded work; audit opinion; auditors’ individual charac-

teristics; audit quality
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