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2010 -0.90 -0.18 -1.88 -7.61 -0.05 -0.38 1.61 6.51 3.21 -0.33
2011 -5.45 -0.18 -1.96 -8.36 -0.06 -0.49 1.93 7.36 2.85 -0.18
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The Evolution and Deviation of Taiwan’s International

Trade Patterns: 1998—2015
LI Fei'”, XU Xiaowei'"

(1. Taiwan Research Institute, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China;

2. Collaborative Innovation Center for Peaceful Development of Cross-Strait Relations, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract ; International trade patterns are mainly divided into inter-industry trade and intra-industry trade, and along with the
development of global and regional economic integration process, trade patterns gradually change from inter-industry to intra-
industry. In this paper, the Lafay Index of Taiwan’s ten kinds of products according to SITC is calculated by using the import
and export data from the year of 1998 to 2015, and the results show that inter-industry trade is the main pattern of Taiwan’s in-
ternational trade. Intra-industry and inter-industry trade are based on product differentiation and scale economy, production ef-
ficiency and factor endowment differences respectively. We further construct Trade Pattern Deviation Index (H Index) based
on the RSCA Index and TC Index, it’s found that the overall net export capacity of Taiwan is higher than the level of compara-
tive advantage, and thus the deviation tendency of trade pattern is positive.

Key Words: external trade pattern of Taiwan; comparative advantages across the strait; net export capacity ; deviation tenden-

cy; Lafay index; RSCA index; TC index; inside-industry trade; inter-industry trade; international trade
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