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On Plato’s Economic Republicanism

CHU Jian-guo
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract; The article traces the thought of economic republicanism to Plato, who described a city-state life

with market exchange, but insisted on restricting market through public property and planning system because

of the exclusive nature of the market exchange, especially the rich-poor gap and the division of city-state it

may bring. The set of proposals were based on his understanding of “republic”, which indicates that a good

city-state life is a kind of just one, which aims to improve general wellbeing of the city-state and let everyone

perform the function for which he/she is best suited, and under this principal the market exchange is exercised

and restricted.
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