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Review and Outlook of Research on Local Tax in Han Dynasty
LIU Xiao-feng

Abstract; When Han Dynasty was just founded, vassal states and the counties coexisted because of the requirement of the sit-
uation. Vassal states could levy tax, which was beneficial to the stability of the sovereignty of early Han Dynasty and the devel-
opment of economy. After some time, the coexistence threatened the sovereignty of the central government, so the central gov-
ernment limited the levy right of local government. But the local tax existed all the time. In recent centuries, the research on
local tax in Han Dynasty has experienced three stages with different characteristics. The research has already achieved a lot.
Researchers should continue to analyze and think over by applying modern economics and public finance theories, enhance
quantitative empirical analysis, widen research vision, and enrich research methods, so as to further the research and add the
academic and practical value.

Key Words: local tax system in Han Dynasty; hierarchical system; poll tax; emphasizing agriculture and despising com-

merce; historiography in local tax
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