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[T
On the Nature of Durchgriff Liability
ZHU Juan

Abstract: Company law defines the nature of durchgriff liability as the “joint and several liability” , of which kind it doesn’t

M
[—

make clearly. Therefore, court decisions are inconsistent and scholars’ views are in conflict. The puzzle derives from the con-
fusion of series of legal documents of earlier legislative activities on company law and the long-term misreading of civil liability.
By analyzing the system origin of durchgriff liability and combing theories and practices in America, the paper concludes that
as a balance mechanism for interests, durchgriff liability has no limit, no particular order, and is subject to the joint and sev-
eral responsibility.

Key Words: company law; the nature of durchgriff liability ; supplementary liability; joint and several liability ; unlimited lia-
bility
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