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On the Independent Auditing System in Modern China

and Its Historical Enlightenments

LI Xiangsen
(School of Law, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 211815, China)

Abstract; Audit independence is the main principle of auditing legislation and audit system construction in modern China, but
modern Chinese auditing system has not really achieved independence. In the late Qing Dynasty, independent audit institu-
tions were set up to contain the cabinet and consolidate the imperial power. The audit offices of the Beijing government in the
Republic of China were subordinate to the administrative organs, and since then the audit houses were under the control of the
President and were not independent; during the period of the National Government, the independence of audit had been
strengthened, but under the dictatorship of the Kuomintang, the independence of audit organization was relatively limited. The
independent audit system and its practice in modern China show that the effectiveness of the audit system needs the support of
a good political system and the cooperation of perfecting financial system, with auditing organs endowed with a powerful means
of supervision and auditors given special job security.

Key Words: audit independence; integration of supervision and audit; independent auditing system; the Central Audit Com-

mittee ; state audit; auditing offices; government audit; national governance
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